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30. Most young Amish still choose to return to the religion
Strict parents, take note: 80 percent of Amish teens actually go on to be baptised after
their no-rules partying period. Moreover, as the Amish don’t recruit and are reliant
on their current members staying in the church, it seems that Rumspringa is actually
very effective in creating loyal members of the religion.

31. Some Amish teens make it their mission to out-party their non-Amish friends
You’d think that a life of seclusion would mean many teens don’t venture out during
their Rumspringas. However, the Amish actually have a reputation amongst some
American communities for being outrageous. “We’re stronger, better built and party
harder,” one Amish teen bragged to NPR in 2006, “and more willing... to get drunk.”
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32. Amish parents allow curfew- and rule-free weekends for teens
“Rumspringa” is a vacation of sorts that Amish teens are encouraged to take before
their respective baptisms. And during this time their parents turn a blind eye to their
children partying, driving cars and dating, hoping that this time of freedom will
affirm their desire to join the church with a full knowledge of the alternative life
they’re giving up.

33. Some Amish teens know more pop songs than you do
It may seem like the Amish life is restricting and isolating, but Amish teens can enjoy
the same electronic and social privileges as regular American teens – if, that is, they
can get them past their parents. For example, it’s not unheard of for Amish teenagers
to own secret radios to keep up with the latest music and pop culture news.



34. There are no rules for children in the Amish church
Technically, Amish children don’t belong to the church, as Amish baptism doesn’t
commence until age 17 at the earliest. And so although children are raised to follow
Amish rules and lifestyles, they aren’t formal members, which technically means that
they can’t break any rules until they become adults.

35. You only need an eighth-grade education to become a teacher
Amish children only attend school for grades one through to eight, and once they
“graduate” they can become teachers in the community. However, since boys are
expected to go into farming and other financially rewarding vocations, it is more
often girls who are considered the most faithful to the Amish religion who go on to
become teachers.



36. Amish children are raised speaking only German
Although they eventually learn English in school, Amish children always grow up
speaking Amish German, the language traditional to their religion’s history. English
is taught, as it is a necessity for business and other exchanges with non-Amish
communities – but only as an academic subject.

37. Not all Amish communities live without modern technology
As much as the Amish are known for not using any form of modern technology, it’s
actually not uncommon for Amish communities to ride cars, buses and other forms of
modern transport in an emergency or when there’s no alternative. Plus, their famous
buggies are often kitted out with gadgets that make them roadworthy and safe.



38. Those who don’t follow Amish rules face never seeing their family or friends
again
You may have heard about the Amish practice of “shunning,” known as Ordnung, but
what you might not be aware of is just how extreme it is. If a member of the church
leaves or breaks the rules of the religion, for example, it’s forbidden for the remaining
members to have meals with, give gifts to or do business with them. And even if they
are close family, non-members are completely excluded from the community.

39. There’s no trace of the Amish in their homeland
The Amish originated as a particular strain of Mennonites in Europe. However, after
facing prejudice and violence from the communities across the continent, those who
didn’t move to North America merged with the modern Mennonite church. As a result,
then, there’s no trace left of the Amish religion we know today in their continent of
origin.



40. Their ancestors were burnt at the stake
Before the Amish moved to the United States, thousands of early church members –
known as the European Anabaptists – faced similar treatment to those accused of
witchcraft in Salem. Specifically, they were subject to drownings, executions and
burnings at the stake. In fact, the religion was nearly wiped out before surviving
members of the church decided to flee to America.


